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The Collins Spanish Dictionary is a bilingual dictionary of English and Spanish derived from the Collins
Word Web, an analytical linguistics database. As well as its primary function as a bilingual dictionary, it also
contains usage guides for English and Spanish (known as Lengua y Uso and Language in Use respectively)
and English and Spanish verb tables. In 2009, the dictionary was brought to the iPhone & iPad platform. The
iOS app of this dictionary, which has become one of the most popular Spanish dictionaries in the App Store
since then is developed by Cole Zhu Inc.
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The Royal Spanish Academy (Spanish: Real Academia Española, pronounced [re?al aka?ðemja espa??ola];
RAE) is Spain's official royal institution with a mission to ensure the stability of the Spanish language. It is
based in Madrid, Spain, and is affiliated with national language academies in 22 other Hispanophone nations
through the Association of Academies of the Spanish Language.

The RAE dedicates itself to language planning by applying linguistic prescription aimed at promoting
linguistic unity within and between various territories, to ensure a common standard. The proposed language
guidelines are shown in a number of works.
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Prepositions in the Spanish language, like those in other languages, are a set of connecting words (such as
con, de or para) that serve to indicate a relationship between a content word (noun, verb, or adjective) and a
following noun phrase (or noun, or pronoun), which is known as the object of the preposition. The
relationship is typically spatial or temporal, but prepositions express other relationships as well. As implied
by the name, Spanish "prepositions" (like those of English) are positioned before their objects. Spanish does
not place these function words after their objects, which would be postpositions.

Spanish prepositions can be classified as either "simple", consisting of a single word, or "compound",
consisting of two or three words. The prepositions of Spanish form a closed class and so they are a limited set
to which new items are rarely added. Many Spanish school pupils memorize the following list: a, ante, bajo,
cabe, con, contra, de, desde, durante, en, entre, hacia, hasta, mediante, para, por, según, sin, so, sobre, and
tras. The list includes two archaic prepositions — so (“under”) and cabe (“beside”), and it excludes vía (“by
way of, via”) and pro (“in favor of”), two Latinisms that have been recently adopted into the language.

Some common Spanish prepositions, simple and compound, are listed below with their meanings.
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Spanish orthography is the orthography used in the Spanish language. The alphabet uses the Latin script. The
spelling is fairly phonemic, especially in comparison to more opaque orthographies like English, having a
relatively consistent mapping of graphemes to phonemes; in other words, the pronunciation of a given
Spanish-language word can largely be predicted from its spelling and to a slightly lesser extent vice versa.
Spanish punctuation uniquely includes the use of inverted question and exclamation marks: ?¿? ?¡?.

Spanish uses capital letters much less often than English; they are not used on adjectives derived from proper
nouns (e.g. francés, español, portugués from Francia, España, and Portugal, respectively) and book titles
capitalize only the first word (e.g. La rebelión de las masas).

Spanish uses only the acute accent over any vowel: ?á é í ó ú?. This accent is used to mark the tonic
(stressed) syllable, though it may also be used occasionally to distinguish homophones such as si 'if' and sí
'yes'. The only other diacritics used are the tilde on the letter ?ñ?, which is considered a separate letter from
?n?, and the diaeresis used in the sequences ?güe? and ?güi?—as in bilingüe 'bilingual'—to indicate that the
?u? is pronounced [w], rather than having the usual silent role that it plays in unmarked ?gue? [ge] and ?gui?
[gi].

In contrast with English, Spanish has an official body that governs linguistic rules, orthography among them:
the Royal Spanish Academy, which makes periodic changes to the orthography. The currently valid work on
orthography is the Ortografía de la lengua española, published in 2010.
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The Spanish Wikipedia (Spanish: Wikipedia en español) is the Spanish-language edition of Wikipedia, a free
online encyclopedia. It has 2,058,238 articles. Started in May 2001, it reached 100,000 articles on 8 March
2006, and 1,000,000 articles on 16 May 2013. It is the 8th-largest Wikipedia as measured by the number of
articles and has the 4th-most edits. It also ranks 32nd in terms of article depth among Wikipedias.

Academic studies have indicated that the Spanish Wikipedia is less reliable than the English and German
Wikipedias, as well as more prone to disinformation from Russian government outlets. It has also been
accused of whitewashing left-wing authoritarian regimes such as that of Cuba's, and for allowing damaging
disinformation about living people who are critical of the left (see § Political bias section below). The
Spanish edition is one of the worst Wikipedias in retention of new editors. It has one of the highest edit revert
rates and the second lowest number of administrators per active editors (0.38%), behind the Japanese
Wikipedia.
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The Spanish Armada (often known as Invincible Armada, or the Enterprise of England, Spanish: Grande y
Felicísima Armada, lit. 'Great and Most Fortunate Navy') was a Spanish fleet that sailed from Lisbon in late
May 1588, commanded by Alonso de Guzmán, Duke of Medina Sidonia, an aristocrat without previous naval
experience appointed by Philip II of Spain. His orders were to sail up the English Channel, join with the army
of Alexander Farnese, Duke of Parma in Flanders, and escort an invasion force that would land in England
and overthrow Elizabeth I. Its purpose was to reinstate Catholicism in England, end English support for the
Dutch Republic, and prevent attacks by English and Dutch privateers against Spanish interests in the
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Americas.

The Spanish were opposed by an English fleet based in Plymouth. Faster and more manoeuvrable than the
larger Spanish galleons, its ships were able to attack the Armada as it sailed up the Channel. Several
subordinates advised Medina Sidonia first to enter Plymouth Sound and attack the English fleet before it
could leave harbour and then to anchor in the Solent and occupy the Isle of Wight, but he refused to deviate
from his instructions to join with Parma. Although the Armada reached Calais largely intact, while awaiting
communication from Parma, it was attacked at night by English fire ships and forced to scatter. The Armada
suffered further losses in the ensuing Battle of Gravelines and was in danger of running aground on the Dutch
coast when the wind changed, allowing it to escape into the North Sea. Pursued by the English, the Spanish
ships returned home via Scotland and Ireland. Up to 24 ships were wrecked along the way before the rest
managed to get home. Among the factors contributing to the defeat and withdrawal of the Armada were bad
weather conditions and the better employment of naval guns and battle tactics by the English.

The expedition was the largest engagement of the undeclared Anglo-Spanish War. The following year,
England organized a similar large-scale campaign against Spain, known as the "English Armada", and
sometimes called the "counter-Armada of 1589", which failed. Three further Spanish armadas were sent
against England and Ireland in 1596, 1597, and 1601, but these likewise ended in failure.
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Judaeo-Spanish or Judeo-Spanish (autonym Djudeo-Espanyol, Hebrew script: ????????-??????????), also
known as Ladino or Judezmo or Spaniolit, is a Romance language derived from Castilian Old Spanish.

Originally spoken in Spain, and then after the Edict of Expulsion spreading through the Ottoman Empire (the
Balkans, Turkey, West Asia, and North Africa) as well as France, Italy, the Netherlands, Morocco, and
England, it is today spoken mainly by Sephardic minorities in more than 30 countries, with most speakers
residing in Israel. Although it has no official status in any country, it has been acknowledged as a minority
language in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Israel, and France. In 2017, it was formally recognised by the Royal
Spanish Academy.

The core vocabulary of Judaeo-Spanish is Old Spanish, and it has numerous elements from the other old
Romance languages of the Iberian Peninsula: Old Aragonese, Asturleonese, Old Catalan, Galician-
Portuguese, and Andalusi Romance. The language has been further enriched by Ottoman Turkish and Semitic
vocabulary, such as Hebrew, Aramaic, and Arabic—especially in the domains of religion, law, and
spirituality—and most of the vocabulary for new and modern concepts has been adopted through French and
Italian. Furthermore, the language is influenced to a lesser degree by other local languages of the Balkans,
such as Greek, Bulgarian, and Serbo-Croatian.

Historically, the Rashi script and its cursive form Solitreo have been the main orthographies for writing
Judaeo-Spanish. However, today it is mainly written with the Latin alphabet, though some other alphabets
such as Hebrew and Cyrillic are still in use. Judaeo-Spanish has been known also by other names, such as:
Español (Espanyol, Spaniol, Spaniolish, Espanioliko), Judió (Judyo, Djudyo) or Jidió (Jidyo, Djidyo),
Judesmo (Judezmo, Djudezmo), Sefaradhí (Sefaradi) or ?aketía (in North Africa). In Turkey, and formerly in
the Ottoman Empire, it has been traditionally called Yahudice in Turkish, meaning the 'Jewish language.' In
Israel, Hebrew speakers usually call the language Ladino, Espanyolit or Spanyolit.

Judaeo-Spanish, once the Jewish lingua franca of the Adriatic Sea, the Balkans, and the Middle East, and
renowned for its rich literature, especially in Salonika, today is under serious threat of extinction. Most native
speakers are elderly, and the language is not transmitted to their children or grandchildren for various
reasons; consequently, all Judeo-Spanish-speaking communities are undergoing a language shift. In 2018,
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four native speakers in Bosnia were identified; however, two of them have since died, David Kamhi in 2021
and Moris Albahari in late 2022. In some expatriate communities in Spain, Latin America, and elsewhere,
there is a threat of assimilation by modern Spanish. It is experiencing, however, a minor revival among
Sephardic communities, especially in music.
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"Spanish Bombs" is a song by English punk rock band The Clash, with principal vocals by Joe Strummer and
additional vocals by Mick Jones. It was written by Strummer and recorded for the band's 1979 album London
Calling.

The song also appears on the Clash compilation albums The Story of the Clash, Volume 1 (1988) and Clash
on Broadway (1991). AllMusic's Donald A. Guarisco said that the song's "combination of thoughtful lyrics
and an energetic performance" made it a "highlight of London Calling".
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Spanish (español) or Castilian (castellano) is a Romance language of the Indo-European language family that
evolved from the Vulgar Latin spoken on the Iberian Peninsula of Europe. Today, it is a global language with
498 million native speakers, mainly in the Americas and Spain, and about 600 million speakers total,
including second-language speakers. Spanish is the official language of 20 countries, as well as one of the six
official languages of the United Nations. Spanish is the world's second-most spoken native language after
Mandarin Chinese; the world's fourth-most spoken language overall after English, Mandarin Chinese, and
Hindustani (Hindi-Urdu); and the world's most widely spoken Romance language. The country with the
largest population of native speakers is Mexico.

Spanish is part of the Ibero-Romance language group, in which the language is also known as Castilian
(castellano). The group evolved from several dialects of Vulgar Latin in Iberia after the collapse of the
Western Roman Empire in the 5th century. The oldest Latin texts with traces of Spanish come from mid-
northern Iberia in the 9th century, and the first systematic written use of the language happened in Toledo, a
prominent city of the Kingdom of Castile, in the 13th century. Spanish colonialism in the early modern
period spurred the introduction of the language to overseas locations, most notably to the Americas.

As a Romance language, Spanish is a descendant of Latin. Around 75% of modern Spanish vocabulary is
Latin in origin, including Latin borrowings from Ancient Greek. Alongside English and French, it is also one
of the most taught foreign languages throughout the world. Spanish is well represented in the humanities and
social sciences. Spanish is also the third most used language on the internet by number of users after English
and Chinese and the second most used language by number of websites after English.

Spanish is used as an official language by many international organizations, including the United Nations,
European Union, Organization of American States, Union of South American Nations, Community of Latin
American and Caribbean States, African Union, and others.
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The Andalusian dialects of Spanish (Spanish: andaluz, pronounced [anda?lu?], locally [anda?luh, ændæ?l?])
are spoken in Andalusia, Ceuta, Melilla, and Gibraltar. They include perhaps the most distinct of the southern
variants of peninsular Spanish, differing in many respects from northern varieties in a number of
phonological, morphological and lexical features. Many of these are innovations which, spreading from
Andalusia, failed to reach the higher strata of Toledo and Madrid speech and become part of the Peninsular
norm of standard Spanish. Andalusian Spanish has historically been stigmatized at a national level, though
this appears to have changed in recent decades, and there is evidence that the speech of Seville or the norma
sevillana enjoys high prestige within Western Andalusia.

Due to the large population of Andalusia, Andalusian dialects are among the most widely spoken dialects in
Spain. Within the Iberian Peninsula, other southern varieties of Spanish share some core elements of
Andalusian, mainly in terms of phonetics – notably Extremaduran Spanish and Murcian Spanish as well as,
to a lesser degree, Manchegan Spanish.

Due to massive emigration from Andalusia to the Spanish colonies in the Americas and elsewhere, all Latin
American Spanish dialects share some fundamental characteristics with Western Andalusian Spanish, such as
the use of ustedes instead of vosotros for the second person informal plural, seseo, and a lack of leísmo.
Much of Latin American Spanish shares some other Andalusian characteristics too, such as yeísmo,
weakening of syllable-final /s/, pronunciation of historical /x/ or the ?j? sound as a glottal fricative, and
merging syllable-final /r/ and /l/. Canarian Spanish is also strongly similar to Western Andalusian Spanish
due to its settlement history. In contemporary times, Andalusian Spanish is not only a regional identifier but
also a dynamic tool for cultural expression, especially on social media platforms like X.com, where it is used
to convey a sense of regional identity and cultural warmth.
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